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WORSHIP AND THE GREAT COMMISSION

INTRODUCTION

If asked, most Christians would say that evangelsichworship are two quite different
things. The Great Commission requires us to addness while in worship we address God.
In that sense, of course, evangelism and worskifnaieed distinct. But at a different level
there is a close connection — to evangelise effelstive need to be worshipping people.

| do not mean that worship itself is an evangeliskercise, although in some
circumstances the church at worsbdn play an evangelistic role. Paul writes; “Therefidre
the whole church comes together in one place, tbind prophesy, and an unbeliever or an
uninformed person comes in, he is convinced hyhalis convicted by all. And thus the
secrets of his heart are revealed; and so, fallowgn on his face, he will worship God and
report that God is truly among you” (1 Cor. 14:Z3-2Ne all know of people who came to
faith in Christ during a normal worship service.

But this is not my point when | speak of an eisénonnection between worship and
evangelism. Rather, my thesis is that only those ldiong to a worshiping community are
adequately equipped (individually and corporatédyparticipate in the Great Commission.

In order to develop this thesis, | have divided traper into two parts. The first is a
meditation on Joshua 5:13-6:5, while in the sedomill apply Joshua’s experience to
ourselves, considering relevant NT teaching andieh@ practical conclusions.

PART 1. THE BATTLE FOR JERICHO

Like all OT Scripture, Joshua’s conquest of thenpsed land is full of lessons for the NT
church (Rom. 15: 4). | assume at the outset thatsoich lesson is that the church of Christ is
engaged in a war of conquest over the powers aheas — a war in which “the gates of
hell” will surely yield to the ‘armies’ of the Sasf God (Matt. 16:18). Our weapons of attack
are spiritual, not carnal, and consist in the gneagof the gospel in such a way as to bring
“every thought into captivity to the obedience dfriSt” (2 Cor. 10:5). Against that
background, then, let us consider Joshua’s exp=rien

1.1 Who is in charge?

Having crossed the Jordan into Canaan, the armi#® d.ord found their way barred by the
mighty walled city of Jericho. Although the city svan ‘siege mode’ Joshua could not simply
pass it by and move on, for that would leave a phiwenemy behind his lines. Jericho
stood in their way and must be overthrown.

But how? The city seemed impregnable, walled upetmven. Joshua, walking alone,
surveyed it from afar and mused on his optionaftack. Should they use ladders to scale
those lofty walls? Or seek to batter down the ga@saccept months of delay and simply



starve the defendants out? None of the alternatwassattractive. A heavy responsibility
rested on his shoulders as the newly appointecttezfd>0d’s people.

Suddenly he became aware of a figure standindgedth a drawn sword. No coward,
Joshua approached him demanding to know his atiegjdAre you for us or for our
adversaries?” (5:13). The reply must have comesimek to Joshua. “No, but as
Commander of the army of the LORD | have now corimiv could this be? Wasn't Joshua
himself the head of the Lord’s army? How could élee another such commander? Joshua
immediately knew the answer; this was JAHWE himdbE pre-incarnate Christ in
theophany. Joshua “fell on his face to the earthworshipped”.

The first lesson Joshua needed to learn as heHadrthe campaign to possess the
promised land was this — although he was the hussder of God’s people, he was not
ultimately in charge. God reserves that privilegéimself. It is all too easy for Christian
leaders, evangelists and missionaries to take @aritevangelistic endeavour and forget that
without Christ they can do nothing (John 15:5).sTikiespecially true for those whose
ministries are successful in men’s eyes and whoedanbelieve that their success is due to
their own abilities (God-given though they are)t Bod’'s work can only be conducted
successfully when we realise that beyond humarelsatiowever gifted they might be,
stands a greater “commander of the Lord’s armiesChk#ist himself.

But what of those who are not apparently succgssho fight and labour without
obvious fruit? They should be encouraged — ultihyateey are not in charge, for “the battle
is the Lord’s” and his sovereign purpose will surieé fulfilled through their labours (2 Cor.
2:14-17).

1.2 Joshua’s submission and response

“Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshdpged said to him, ‘What does my Lord say
to his servant?’ (5:14). Notice three things abdoghua’s response. Firstly, he recognised
this stranger as God and offered worship — somettiiat belongs to the Deity alone and
not to any angelic messenger. He was dealing rtbtseme exalted fellow-servant but
directly with God himself. Similarly, when Jesusishis disciples out to fulfil the Great
Commission he did not promise them the help of Bmtggions but rather that His own
personal presence would be with them throughougtispel age. When we worship we
stand in the presence of God. When we evangelisgoviee same. To preach the gospel is
not to go oufrom the presence of the Lord but to go with the divine presence. The divine
commander is no back-seat general directing affadora some remote headquarters. Here he
stood in enemy territory, sword in hand, ready stkenwar. So Christ is presesth us in

the forefront of the battle for the souls of memdae is in control.

Secondly, Joshua submitted to the Lordship o3ud. True worship begins with the
recognition of God’s presence but it must also imesubmission to the will of God — and
that is not always so easy! If Christ is truly lmacge we shall submit to his direction, not
follow our own headstrong plans and ideas. Themeweny in Christ’'s own day who
appeared to worship, but who did not submit to imrabedience: “Why do you call me
‘Lord, Lord’, but do not do the things which | sédy{Ruke 6:46).

Thirdly, and as a consequence of submission, tseready to listen: “what does my Lord
say to his servant?” Full-orbed worship involvesrfeore than offering praise to God; it also
involves listening to his Word. We cannot worshigyt unless we hear and receive “what
the Spirit says to the churches” (Rev. 2:7 et @t .are often too quick to propose our own
ideas and too slow to hear what God is saying tand this applies equally in worship and
in evangelism.



But exactly what did the Lord have to say to Jasatithis juncture? | have no doubt in
my mind that Joshua expected at that moment toveagstructions about the battle plan. He
was seeking practical help and advice from his Camaer. How should he approach the
fortress and dispose his men? What equipment siheutdquisition (ladders, battering rams
or what)? But no such instructions were forthcomidhere was a greater priority than
Joshua’s action plan!

1.3 A deeper worship

“Then the Commander of the LORD’S army said to diashlake your sandal off your foot,
for the place where you stand is holy’. And Jostlideso” (5:15). This was surely
unexpected, for had not Joshua already adoptettiarda of worship — with all it entailed
in terms of obedience, submission and listeningaWore could God expect of him? The
answer is that in his eagerness to do battle awe $&s God, Joshua was in danger of
worshipping superficially. It is true that he hadlén on his face and acknowledged the
divine presence, but more was needed before Jeashul@ serve appropriately.

While we shall never render perfect worship in fallen condition, there are degrees of
worship just as there are degrees of faith. Likes&&oat the burning bush, Joshua needed to
be reminded of the holiness of God, not just heagress. When we enter the presence of
God we stand on holy ground and must respond aiogdyd To remove one’s shoes simply
symbolised the response of the heart to the hadioé&od. The Lord would not let Joshua
go to battle without a deeper understanding ofri@ffable purity, glory and transcendence.
In the same way, He would not allow Moses to dellseael from the land of bondage until
he too had recognised the true nature of the Gawlaahed him to this service (Ex. 3:5-6).

1.4 God’s strategy for victory

Now at last Joshua was ready to be shown the dstnagegy for defeating Jericho (6:1-5).
This consisted of three stages, none of which wbalee been obvious to Joshua had he not
first learned to esteem and worship God aright.

Firstly and basically, Joshua was shown that huweapons alone would never defeat
Jericho — only divine power could deal with those¢ring walls. Even if Joshua had
possessed a complete armoury of ladders, battexig, catapults and so forth, they would
have proved ineffectual against the defences stremg an enemy. So also we must
ultimately look to God’s supervening action if ip@es of hell are to be breached and its
captives released. We will consider this furthelPanrt 2.

Secondly, however, this did not mean that Joshdahags army were to do nothing! They
were to march around the city day after day disptayhe ark of the covenant and
trumpeting its presence by sounding horns. Heaepisture of the patient and repeated
proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ, foratkepictures him alone, the priests
represent his heralds, and the trumpets are higeydsclared. The number seven speaks of
the perfection of God’s strategy.

Thirdly, once God had, without Joshua’s help, cedlithose seemingly impregnable walls
to rubble, each soldier had an energetic roledg.plericho and its inhabitants were to be
destroyed utterly, with the exception of Rahab aedfamily. They might have flinched
from the severity of their task had Joshua not tstded the holiness of God and his hatred
of the unmentionable sins of the Canaanites. Happday we are not called to destroy
men’s lives but to save them — using the swordef3pirit which is the Word of God —
and Joshua’s warfare is for us just a picture efdpiritual conflict in which “we do not
wrestle against flesh and blood ...” (Eph. 6:12).



PART 2. THE APPLICATION TO OURSELVES

What, then, are the lessons we may learn from doslemcounter with the Captain of the
hosts of the Lord?

2.1. God retains control

Although Joshua was the God-appointed leadersgpéople, God himself was ultimately in
control — in the person of the pre-incarnate Chtigs Christ who builds his church, not
man, for without him we can do nothing (Matt. 16:18hn 15:5). Paul declares, “I planted,
Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. Sotlegher he who plants is anything, nor
he who waters, but God who gives the increase” (36¢7) . To recognise this is to give
God the glory and acknowledge that we are ‘nothargl God is all — which is the
foundation of all true worship. Contrariwise, ddiae to render this worship to God will
cause us to rely on human abilities and effort whuil ultimately prove fruitless.

2.2. Christ is with us in the battle

In the battle against Jericho, Christ was a presarrd-in-hand’ leader not merely a
backroom strategist. He promised, “I am with youas, even to the end of the age” (Matt.
28:20; see also Heb. 13:5-6). Christ remains anusrg the person of the Holy Spirit who is
our constant companion in the work of the gospslaAesult, the church that grows through
Christ-centred evangelism is not just an orgaresdbut “a holy temple, a habitation of God
through the Spirit” (Eph. 2: 21-22). We cannot saf@evangelism and church-growth from
thefunction of the church as a ‘holy temple’, that is, a platspiritual worship.

2.3. Worship must precede work

Christ demanded Joshua’s worship before instrudtingconcerning the battle. So also he
requires of us that worship must precede work —ufdess we worship we shall not (1)
understand the power of God, (2) recognise hisegras or (3) obey his commands. We will
be like an army that underestimates its resournesnterprets its commander’s strategy, and
ignores his orders. And that is a recipe for fali8ee how Paul explains how the gospel
works (1 Cor. 2:1-5; 1 Thess. 1:5-8).

2.4. Preaching the real gospel

In particular, our worship must seek an appreamatibthe holiness of God — the realisation
that in his presence we stand on holy ground. Wnhkesproclaim the holiness of God we
shall not preach the real gospel, for we shalheeitinderstand the seriousness of sin nor the
true meaning of the cross (2 Cor. 5:18-21).

2.5. Evangelism involves elements of worship

The conquest of Jericho involved key elements ahip. Firstly, there was a patient
waiting upon God — walking around the city for sewkays when nothing seemed to
happen. We can easily grow weary of well-doing ssl&e habitually wait upon God in
worship. “But those who wait on the LORD Shall rertbeir strength; They shall mount up
with wings like eagles, They shall run and not E&wy, They shall walk and not faint” (Isa.
40:31).



2.6. Preaching Christ

Secondly, during this fallow period, the Israelitesre not idle! The ark of the covenant was
both paraded and heralded for all to see. So ingalesing the lost we must continue
patiently to preach Christ — displaying all theiatites of the Son of God pictured by the
ark (holiness; a meeting place with God; keepeheflaw; the manna from heaven; the rod
that budded [picturing the resurrection]). This teevorship of the most biblical kind, in
which Christ is heralded and displayed in his glasythe Son of God.

2.7. Expecting God to do great things

Thirdly, there was expectation — they looked in séop to God for the exercise of his
majestic power. Those walls would never be breatlydiliman effort, only by divine
power. Their expectant waiting upon God for hinmtanifest his glory was also worship.

2.8. Corporate evangelism by a worshiping church

We now turn to some general NT points. Firstly,readists are among Christ’s gitisthe
church (Eph. 4: 11-12). ‘He Himself gave some to be dpessome prophets, some
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, fegthpping of the saints for the work of
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christt.is therefore from the church (the
worshipping community) that evangelists go out +fmw shall they preach unless they
are sent?’ (Rom. 10:15).

2.9. Worship and the Great Commission

Secondly, look again at the Great Commission inthN2g:19-20; “And when they saw Him
they worshipped Him; but some doubted. Then Jesmne@nd spoke to them, saying: ‘All
authority has been given to me in heaven and ith.e@o therefore and make disciples of all
the nations, baptizing them in the name of the éraéind of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all things that | havernamded you; and lo, | am with you
always, even to the end of the age’.”

Note that it was to worshiping people that the Commission was given. Had they all
doubted there could surely have been no commisSioah again, the Commission is
introduced by the claims of Christ to have all awitly in heaven and earth. What greater
incentive can there be to worship the Son of Gadally, they were to “make disciples”.
Yet what is a disciple if not one who worships Giodpirit and in truth (John 4:24)?

2.10. A worshiping community

Thirdly, it was as the early church praised God fatidwshipped together as a worshiping
community that the Lord added to their number: £8atinuing daily with one accord in the
temple, and breaking bread from house to housg ateetheir food with gladness and
simplicity of heart, praising God and having faveuith all the people. And the Lord added
to the church daily those who were being savedtg&c46-47).

2.11. Evangelism calls men to worship the true anli/ing God

Paul proclaimed a God who was toviear shiped: "for as | was passing through and
considering the objects of your worship, | evemidan altar with this inscription: TO THE



UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, the One whom you worshipheout knowing, Him | proclaim
to you” (Acts 17:23). And again, his enemies acdusen: "This fellowpersuades mento
worship God contrary to the law" (Acts 18:13; emphasiseai)d

And finally, it is the nature of the everlastingspel that it calls men to the worship of
God: “Then | saw another angel flying in the midEheaven, having the everlasting gospel
to preach to those who dwell on the earth, sayiitly &loud voice, "Fear God and give glory
to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; armiship Him who made heaven and
earth, the sea and springs of water." (Rev. 14.6-7)

Only those who are themselves worshipers can ssciea call!



